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On 1~ September at tile Smallpox Seminar in Addis Ababa, we i~ugurated the 

final phase of the .global programme. As pointed out in an ~arlier memorandutr., 

the objective is to reach a uil incidence of smallpox in ld months~ i.e. by 

lU February 1974 o (This, of course, should not be interpreted as the target 

date to terminate activities for, as pointed out by the EXpert Committee, a furthe r. 

two years of actf.ve search for unrecogni,zed foci will still be required). 

From reporttJ presented at the Seminar and from discussions with prograt:l!Jle 

personnel 11 tt1is goal for Sudan and Ethiopia appears to be well withiri reach. 

Sudan transmission is believeJ to hnve been interrupted in (, of 9 provinces and . 

iu the 3 remaining provinces ia reported now to be confined essentially to 

populations living in cor.iparatively inaccessible areas outside of the m.ain toWt1s and 

villages. With the cessation of the rainy season in i~ovel"l.ber • it is believed the~ e 

can be rapidly dealt with. In Ethiopia, no cases have been detected in 6 of the 1!r 

provinces for periods of 2 to (, montr1s. Additional personnel have just been aJdeu 

to the programme with the expectation that :j of the l4 .provinces will be able to 

interrupt transmi ssion by Oecember of t~tis year. This would pen:tit programmes in 

the remaining provinces to be strengthened and thereby accelerated. · In Botswan.a, 

tne ouly other endem~c country in Africa, excellent progress is being made and, 
I 

barring wholly uxdoreseen 1')roblents • the interruption of tr nsmission by the end df 

the year would appear to be virtually certain. 
I 

A clearer vi ew of the status of programmes in Asia aw its the seminars in In? i ;1 

and Pakistau, in October and November. 

However, i lt would- seem advisable at this time to esta lis~ an intermediate 

tar et b months hence, i.e •. for 30 Earch, to assist in fur :her ~lanning and develop~· 
men of this final phase. Front information available here itr ould seem reasonablo! 

to that transmission in Asia could be essenti:11ly i ter upted by 30. r~arch i n 

Pak in all except the four central states of India a1d i all ,except the six 

sou hwestern o i.st:ricts of Bangla\.sh. In Africat I it ~ould be r ·"PecteJ that continu­

ing transmission would be confined to four of the northcen :ral provinces of Ethior i .-a . 
. I . I" 

Importations into ot er areas1 we would 'expect to be ,rapiflY containf d• 

While we must t establish unreasonably optimistic goals~ neither should we 

set our sights tc1o Subject to further comment and reasonable amendl:,ent by 

programme staff, le us accept them as provisional goals for 30 l-farch and assess out~ 

perforu:ance lyat that time. 


