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lGO ~sent smallpox situation 

'!'he highly gratifying progress in the eradication campaign throughout 
Africa .. Afghanistan. Nepal and Indonesia continues to be clouded by a signifi­
cant setback in Bangladesh and the developnent of maJor and extensive 
epidemics in India wbioh bave not yet beaun to come under control. In Pakistan, 
meanwhile, smallpox incidence since Decetnber bas stabilized and with a number 
of additional measures taken in recent weeks to strengthen surveillance acti­
vities at provincial and District levels, the future looks oautiously hopeful. 

J 

Comparative totals tor 197:5 and 19'12 show .. for India, a two-told increase 
in incidence and a proJected total tor the year which will almost certainly 
exceed the highest incidence recorded sinoe 1967. Some portion ot this year • s 
record incidence is oerta1nl.y due to more aomplete notification but it is 
abundantly clear that the notification system has not improved dramatically 
enough in only a year•s time to aooount tor this ohange. I~ tact, the actual 
~~~ls are undoubtedlz areater _!;han are 'b.eiPS· recortded as ~rts from 
several at.t,tes (e.gQ Bihar aDCI JaiiMl ..end. lfaahmirl. continue to be greatly 
delayed and incomplete.. Ill tbe states experienciDg the most extensive and 
maJor epidemics (West Bensal, Uttar' Pradesh, Bibar and Ja• and Kashmir) .. 
there is little indication as Jet tbat control is being achJeved. Meanwhile .. 
endemic transmission P'r.8ista at low levels in RaJasthan an~ Andbra Pradesh, 
long .atter progranme staff' had expected it to be 'interrupte~ and, now .. many 
previously smallpox-tree areas are reporting oases and outb · u_ for only a 
tew ot which information has been provided to 1ndioate that they represent 
well-documented and contained importations. Unless there is a substantially 
more intensive effort in India which can be sustained t t the suaner 
and autumn months, the next smallpox season may b~tng an e'VI n hi.Cher inci­
dence.. Future prospects tor eradication in India .remain fa more uncertain 
than in any other area.. · 

· .. 
' 

In bo·th Bansladesh (as previoual7 noted) and now in 
able number of' measures bave been taken in recent weeks to . 
eradication programme and to intensify. activities. The re 
these efforts will be difficult to appraise much bef'o:rs s 

kistan. a consider=·­
t~hen tbe 
ttve'auccess of' 

In Africa, Ethiopia continues to report a continuing ecline in cases -
and a rapidly shrinking endemic area. The mobile surveilla ce W&ms are being 
selectively dispe:rsed to permit a maxiaum effort to be appl ed ill the remain­
ing endemic areas. Those teams remaining in the smallpox-t e areas are 
continuing their ceaseless active search to detect unsuspec d foci. It 1s 
expected that by the beginning of the :rainy season, small will be restricted 
to three of' the 14 provinces. Decreased leve 1s of' transm1s ion during the 
rainy season should facilitate interruption of' transmission in tbe remaining 
problem areas o In Sudan, onl7 a single suspect case bas be n identified since 
December and this, on laborato17 examination, baa now prove not to be smallpoxa -An active search for caaea is continuing ~t the c 
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2.0 Progress in meeting the '1 March obJectives 

All countries except Bangladesh and India appear now to making suffi­
cient progress so that the orisinally aareed 31 March goals y be essentially 
achieved. Problem areas do persist in Harar Province, Eth1op a, where the 
interruption of tftU\SIIl1as1on among scattered, highly nomadic roups is proving 
more difficult than was anticipated. At the same time, howe r, in Tigre 
Province which was ant1oipated to be a persistent problem, t nsmission appears 
to bave been interrupted. 'l'bus, smallpox foci DBY still pers st in four 
Ethiopian provinces after 31 March although not the same four which had 
originally been targeted. In Pakistan, limited problem areas persist in the 
K'hyber and Kurram Agencies of North West l'ront1er Province, 1 lahore in 
PunJab Province and in seftral d1atr1cts of Baluchistan. In nsified sur­
veillance activities in tbeae areas are planned or are in pro ress at this 
time. Thus, 1n Pakistan, tbe 31 Mlrcb targets may be able to be achieved 
although the ta k will not be easy. 

As noted i section 1.0, neither Bangladesh nor India w1 1 approach 
achievement of be 31 ,_rch targets. 

Future ta ts will need to be established for 31 Decem 
May 197~.. Thea will be finally decided upon at the end of 
tion with the gional Advisers who, in the meantime, will be 
programme staff 

r 1973 and 31 
y in consulta-
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2.1, ~sea occurr1BS within or1s1nal 

/~ 
March ;n tarpt area ~· Jan. ~· -

Ethiopia 282 192 95 " 
Pak18tan 625 471 640 
India 2 808 4148 ' 555 
Bangladesh 649 1 450 1460 

Cases ocourriy outa1de target area 
but sl!!o1:f1cal!): traced to 11111)0r-
tations 

Ethiopia 0 5 8 
Nell&l 5 } 2 
SUdan 1 0 0 

~ 
India {01-isaa. Baryana. 27 63 138 

Mabarashtra. GuJarat) 
French Terr. ot the Atars 1 

and Issaa 

Total of all eases in cateso!7 2.1 4397 6 332 5 899 

Per cent of world total cases in 
catego17 2.0 69 

·~ 

2.2 Cases occurring outside ta~t area 

Sudan 18 0 0 
Ethiopia 362 . 448 449 
Pakistan 171 248 229 
India 1/037 1 605 1294 
Bangladesh 370 1 6ol 1 492 

~ 
Total ot ·all cases 1n catego17 2.2 1 964 3902 J464 

Per cent ot all cases in cate1o!% 
g&. 31 38 37 

Note: Data as of 1.3 March l9'7J 



/~ ,.o Reporting 

.~. 

I 
By 1.3 March. repOrts from all areas should have been l'eceivecl by WHO 

tbroush week 9. Def'iciena1es remain. as before. in Bangladesh (still one week 
'tn arrears) and in India where the cuaulative number of weeks for which all 
states are in arrears bas once again increased to 32 c.ompa.red to a. low of 11 
l)E!r report 5o The oorrelatton between a deficient reporting system and dis­
appointing prosreaa 1D 'tbe eradtoation programme is all too appa:rent o 

Bangladesh 
India - Arunaohal Pradesh 

Assam 
Btbar 
Chandtsarb 
Goa 
lfar1aDa 
Hiacbal Pl'adesh 
Jalllllal and Kashmir 
Kerala 
Madb;Ja Pradesh 
MmipUr 

r.1esbalaya 
Naplarid 
PunJab 
RaJastball 
'l'r1pura 
West BeDpl / 

No., .of weeks 

1 
l 
1 
1 
2 
1 

' 2 
2 
2 

' 2 
1 
4 
2 

' 1 
1 


