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1. 0 The Au ttimn Campaign 

. ' 
The autumn -campaign is -now fully underway in all areas bringing with it 

both ·pleasant and unpleasant surprises. In some areas, there appear to be far 
fet-.rer foci than were expected while in at least two areas; Bihar and Uttar, Pradesh 

~ States·, from five to ten times more foci and cases have been discovered than were 
originally anticipated. · Further clarification of the situation will be possible 

' only after second and third search operations are conducted. These should be more 
·/\efficient than the first one and, further, will provide a clearer idea as to the 

degree of effectiveness of the containment measures which followed initial searches. 

Early and unofficial reports from the various areas show the following: 

1. Pakistan -

Fir_st search - 15 to 21 October (week 42) in all Districts of Sind Prot ince 
and in Sibi, Loralai and Pishin Districts of Baluchistan Province. The seclnd 
search will be conducted from 12 to 18 November. In Karachi District (excl ding 

~ the Corporation) 400 work~rs parti~ipated in active c. ase searc~ . with the in entive 
of a 5.0 rupee award for every act1ve case found. None were d1scovered. E sewhere 
in Sind, a total of 23 468 villages were~visited during which searchers int rviewed 
teachers and students in 10 812 schools, persons in 13 591 markets and tea $hops and 
20 988 village and religious leaders as well as contacting residents of 260 146 
houses. In all, 212 suspect cases were reported of which 108 were confirmed as 
smallpox. Fifty of the 108 cases were already known and reported·. As of 29 

- - October, only 21 outbreaks were known to be present in Sind in which cases had 
r'\ occurred t-li thin the previous six weeks. All were being checked weekly until six 
' weeks after the onset of the last case by the District Health-Officer or one of 

the WHO epidemiologists. After this apparently successful search operation, only 
37 cases Here discovered in week 43 but again in week 44, incidence rose to 124 
cases. Hh <=:ther this reflects a less than optimal search operation or whether there 
is some oUv:;r explanation has net yet been reported. 

In Baluchistan, 50 cases were discovered, of which 40 were already known to 
the health services. As of 29 October, there were six known outbreaks in which 
cases had occurred within the preceeding 6 weeks; 

In NWFP, no cases have been 5fetect:ed since May. To confirm its status, 
active search will be conducted in all schools from 19-25 November and throughout _ 
the Province from 17-23 December. Punjab at the end of October had only one known 
active focus and that in Lahore City which had resulted indirectly from an importa­
tion from Sind. However, surveillance in Punjab is much l~ss effective than 

~ earlier in the year and it is entirely possible that other foci are pres,ent. 
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Effprts 'are being made to strengthen this programme which now appears to be the 
-~weakest in Pakistan. 

1. 2 India -

In the States of Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, the first search operation was 
conducted from 15" to 21 October _with considerable enthusiasm and interest in most 
Districts and PHCs. The number of cases and outbreaks d~stovered far exceeded 
the number anticipated - in ·Bihar provisional data siiowed more than 700 outbreaks 
artd almost 4 OOCLcases while. in Uttar P~adesh more than 1 ,:300 outbreaks and over 
6 000 cases. These figures are not yet reflected in the weekly morbidity reports. 
Contairnnent activities have begun but, as in other areas, this component has 
proceeded less satisfactorily than the search. Efforts are now being made in State 
and divisional meetings to try to improve this aspect of the progrannne. In these 
two States, however, it is clear that theJ;"e are major battles to be fought. 

West Bengal State initiated its first search in late September in 7 Districts 
and in Calcutta. Only 74 cases were found. However, following the search, three 
additional outbreaks which had· been missed were discovered in ,two Districts. A 
State-wide search was.. then conducted in late October (results not yet available). 

' As of 23 October, there were 142 known or suspected outbreaks which had occurred 
since 1 Se1Jtember which were in process of being checked by the eight S.tate and WHO 
surveillance. teams. Half of these were in 24 Parganas District which was so heavily 
afflicted last year; only 9 known or suspected foci were present in the five 
northern districts. 

In Madhya Pradesh, the other principal problem state, search operations were 
delayed because of the floods and began o11ly on 5 November. Less than 30 cases 
each week are being reported but, as reporting in this State is acknowledged to be 
very v1eak, the true number is expected to be many times greater. 

Search operations are also being conducted in several other States and problem 
districts - in Orissa, Andhra Pradesh and others but large numbers of cases and 

' ) ,outbreaks are not expected to be found. In fact, outside of the four problem 
States, the only known persistent foci at this time are in Jammu and Kashmir, 
Assam and Andhra Pradesh. In September, only 100 cases were reported by all States 
and Union Territories outside of the "problem 4" and, in October to date, only 87 
cases. Continued, heroic efforts will be required, however, to reach the point 
where it can be said that all c~es and outbreaks in these areas can be specifically 
traced to importations. 

1.3 Bangladesh -

For administrative reasons, active search of the type being conducted in India 
and Pakistan is not being carried out in Bangladesh. However, the number of 
surveillance teams has been increased from 7 to 19 (23 October) and six epidemio­
logists added. Despite this, the total of cases reported each week continues in 
the range of 80 to 150 which, if able to be restricted to this level during 
November and December would be encouraging. Chittagong Division and Dacca and 

·~ Ta~gail Districts appear to be on the v~rge o~ in~errupting tra~smission •. '!-'h7 
·maJor problem areas are Rangpur and Bansal D1str1cts and Madanpur sub-dlvlslon 
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in Faridpur District. More localized problems are bein.g dealt with in 
Mymensingh, Khulna and Dinajpur Districts with apparent ·success. More detailed 

~reports are awaited. 

I 

2.0 Ethiopia 

With the ces.sation of the raint~, the s.ur'V'eillance. teams have nnce again been 
able to reach the remote area$ and. in so doing, have found a substantial number of 
small, endemic foci - perhaps mor e than had b.een anticipated.. In all 286 cases 
were ·discovered· during October. However, the downward trend in in~idence which 
began more than ·a. year ago still cont.inues as this total is 58% ;Lower than the 
total in October, 1972. 

3.0 Botswana 

_ No subsequent cases have been discovered since the single case in week 38. 
?'\However, intensive epidemiologica_l studies have now turned up two add:ttional cases 

in August and one each in June and July in a barely sust.ained chain of transmission 
which appears t~ relate to the January - April outbreaks among an anti-vaccination 
religious sect. A full report is awaited. 

4.0 Importations 

In Somalia, two cases were imported from Hararghe Province, Ethiopia, and 
in the French T~rri tory of the Afars and . Is.sas, one case from Hararghe and a 
second cag;e, whose source is uncertain, from probably the same focus. In Nepal, 

~ during October, 8 cases w~re detected, again originating from outbreaks in India. 

5.0 Overview 

The enthusiasm, inter-est and motivation reported from all projects is 
certainly at an all time high. Every ·effort must now be made to capitalize on this • 
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As compared with Progress Report n.P. l-5 1 ·of 22 October; thtn::~ i.s an imp'Jl'ovement - _:! ··' 

.to be noted in. tndia -as tqe cumulative .t •b-taitl ll of . weeks ~n ~treat-s ' Q•f J:'he States and ·· 
Territories is 32 instead of .'*o and seV'i$n ··0f l _the ,26 t.tnits Li.sted' -S•how clii.rrent reports 
as compared to only two preViously. · - ~ - J _ _ • . ! ·' ~~ 
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Bangladesh 
India - Arunachal Prad~!sh 

Assam 
Bihar 
Chan.digarh 
Delhi 
Goa 
Gujurat 
Haryana 
Himachal Pradesh 
Jammu & Kashmir 
Kerala 
Madhya Pradesh 
Manipur 
Meghalaya 
Mizoram 
Nagaland 
Tripura 
Uttar Pradesh 
West Bengal 
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3 
2 
2 
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2 
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1 
1 
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(ta.rg.e.tr. areas .;tre shaded) 

Cases in target 
area or imported 

from them 
ETHIOPIA 

Fr. Terr. 
Afars & Issas 
India 1260 
Bangladesh 352 
Nepal 8 
Pakistan 
Ethiopia 94 
Somalia 

1714 (62%) 
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Cases outside 
target area 

2 
261 
166 

444 
192 

2 

1067 (38%) 


