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As of 2 3 August, a total of 2 990 cases of smallpox: have been 
reported to the Organization smce the beginning of 1977: 2 985 
from Somaha and five from northern Kenya as a result of an 
importation from Somalia (Table I). No cases have been reported 
from anywhere else in the world. 

With the discovecy of widespread smallpox outbreaks in southern 
Somalia, emergency measures were initiated by the Somali Govern
ment to establish a countcy-wide programme which becante fully 
effective in early June. Since week 25, there has been a raptd 
decline in the weekly smallpox incidence (Fig. 1) and the number 
of districtsreporting cases has fallen (F'~g. 2). Currently, 2 548 
national staff and 20 WHO epidemiologists are engaged in the 
campaign. 

In week 33, there were 55 cases reported from five of the 16 Regions 
in the country. However, about half of these are old cases pre
viously unreported from old outbreaks. 

One case in Burao District, Togdheer Region in Northern Soma
lia, was imported from Jowhar District, Middle Shabelli Region. 
This case was reported four days after the onset of rash on 27 July, 
and no secondary cases have been reported. 

Au 23 aoiit, 2 990 cas de variole avaient ete notifies a l'OMS 
depuis le debut de 1977, soit 2 985 en Somalie et cinq dans le nord. 
du Kenya a Ia suite d'une importation de Somalie (Tableau 1). D · 
n'a ete signale de cas nulle part ailleurs dans Je monde. 

Lorsque des poussees etendues de variole ont ete observees.dans 
le sud de la Somalie, le Gouvemement a pris des mesures d'urgence. 
pour organiser a l'echelle du pays un programme devenu pleine
ment efficace au debut de juin. Depuis Ia semaine 25, !'incidence 
hebdomadaire de la maladie a rapidement diminue (Fig. 1) et le 
nombre des districts notifiant des cas a baisse (Fig. 2). Actuelle- ' 
ment, 2 548 agents somalis et 20 epidemiologistes de l'OMS parti· 
cipent a Ia campagne. 

Au cours de Ia semaine 33, on a notifie 55 cas dans cinq des 
16 regions du pays. Toutefois, ce sont pour moitie environ d'an
ciens cas non signales Iors de poussees anterieures. 

Dans le district de Burao (Region de Togdheer) en Somalie du 
nord, un cas a ete importe du district de Jowhar (Region du Shabelli 
moyen). Ce cas a ete notifie quatre jours apres !'apparition de 
!'eruption le 27 juillet et aucun cas secondaire n'a ete signale. 

FIG. 2 
SOMALIA: DISTRICTS REPORTING SMALLPOX CASES IN 1977 

SOMALIE: DISTRICTS AYANT NOTIFIE DES CAS DE VARIOLE EN 1977 
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TABLE 1. PROVISIONAL NUMBER OF CASES BY WEEK (INCLUDING SUSPECTED AND IMPORTED CASES) 
REPORTS RECEIVED BY 23 AUGUST 1977 

TABLEAU 1. NOMBRE PROVISOIRE DE CAS PAR SEMAINE (Y COMPRIS CAS SUSPECTS ET IMPORTES) 
RAPORTS RECUS ~USQU'AU 23 AOOT 1977 

1977 

1976 Jan. Feb. M~~rch April May June COUNTRY -PAYS Juy August 
TOTAL Janv. Fev. Mars Avril Mai Juin Juillet Aout 

TOTAL ------------1-4 S-8 9-13 14-17 1~21 22-26 27 I 28 I 29 I 30 31 I 32 I 33 

)!THlOPIA - ETmOPm 915 - - - - - - - - - - -- - -
J(ENYA ••• 6 •••• - - 5 - - - - - - - - - - 5 -
SOMAUA - SOMALIE 39 2985 

Bakool ••....•• 4 - - 2 12 llo 246 76 17 22 7 6 1 7 512 Bay ......... I - - J 44 189 836 160 114 65 71 27 19 30 I 556 Gal~adud. ..•.•• - - - - 3 2 - - - - - - - - j 
Gtdo . •••.••.• - - - - - 3 110 22 21 23 4 3 2 9 197 H/ran . ••..•..• - - - - 43 so 7 - 8 I 1 - - - 96 Lower JubQ • , •••• - - - - 1 2 3 - - - - - - - 6 Lower Slwbelll - - - - 15 62 92 - 1 - - 2 - 7 179 Middle Juba • • : : : : - - - - 19 27 11 - - 3 - 3 - - 63 
MiddkS~JL - - - - 18 198 82 3 25 19 8 4 1 2 360 Mogadishu . ...... 34 5 - - 2 1 1 - 1 - - - - - 10 To11dheer ••••••• - - - - - - I 1 

TOTAL ........ I !lS4 II 5 I 5 I 3 I 157 I 636 11388 II 261 I 187 I 133 I 91 I 46 I 23 I ss 112990 

SMALLPOX SURVEILLANCE 
~ The most critical areas for verification of interruption of smallpox transmission are now 
considered to be southern Ethiopia, north-eastern Kenya, and Somalia. Special case search 
activities, which are to last six months, started in mid-March. 

Ethiopia- Ethiopie . 
Kenya ......• 
Somalia - Somalia . 

No. of weeks since 
last known case 

Nb. de semaines ecou
lees depuis le dernier 

cas cannu 

53 
28 
0 

SURVEILLANCE DE LA VARIOLE 
~ On considere maintenant que, pour Ia verification de l'mterruption de I& transmission, les 
zones les plus importantes sont le sud de I'Ethiopie, le nord-est du Kenya et Ia Somalia. Des 
acttvites speciales de recherche des cas, qui doivent durer six mois, ant commence a Ia mi
mars. 

INFLUENZA 

ARGENTINA (12 August 1977). - Since 30 July, 20 cases of 
inftuenza-like illness have been reported among 4 000 men living in 
a military barrack used for influenza surveillance in Buenos Aires 
and one strain of llirus A has been identified. One strain of virus A 
has also been isolated from a child in the outpatients department 
of a hospital in Buenos Aires. 

A'OSTRALIA (13 August 1977). - 1 From 18 July to 8 August, an 
outbreak of influenza-like illness, involving 76 children between 
the ages of 6 and 16 years, occurred in a boarding school 70 km 
from Melbourne. Throat swabs from four patients were examined 
and a strain of influenza virus B was isolated from one of them. 

A very small number of sporadic cases of influenza associated 
with virus A (close to A/Victoria/3/75) have been reported in 
Melbourne and Brisbane, and a strain of virus A has also been 
isolated in Adelaide. 

'THAn.AND (31 July 1977).- a During the month of July, sporadic 
cases of influenza-like illness have been observed in Bangkok 
(24 specimens sent to the reference laboratory). Two strains of a 
virus close to A/Vtctoria/3/75 have been isolated. 

'Sec No. 29, p. 243. 
1 Sec No. 48, 1976, p. 369. 

GRJPPE 

ARGENTINE (12 aout 1977). - Depuis le 30 juillet, on a signale 
20 cas d'affections d'allure grippale parmi les 4 000 hommes d'une 
caserne qui est util.isee pour Ia surveillance de Ia grippe a Buenos 
Aires et on a identifie parmi eux une souche de virus A. On a egale· 
ment isole une souche de virus A chez un enfant examine au depar
tement de consultations extemes d'un h6pital de Buenos Aires. 

AUST.IWJE (13 aout 1977). - 1 Du 18 juillet au 8 aout, une pous
see d'affections d'allure grippale a interesse 76 enfants de 6 a 16 ans 
dans un pensionna[ i'l 70 km de Melbourne. Quatre malades ont fait 
!'objet de prelevements de gorge et une souche de virus B a etC 
isolee chez l'un d'entre eux. 

On a signale a Melbourne et a Brisbane un tres petit nombre de 
cas sporadiques de grippe associes au virus A (proche de A/Victoria/ 
3175), et on a egalement isole une souche de virus A a Adelaide. 

TF!AILANDE (31 juillet 1977). -$Pendant le mois de juillet, on a 
observe a Bangkok des cas sporlutiques d'affections d'allure grip
pale (24 prelevements envoyes au laboratoire de reference). On a 
isole deux souches d'un virus proche de A/Victoria/3/75. 

• Voir N• 29, p. 243, 
1 Voir N• 48, 1976, p. 369 
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