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On bmhalf ef the Werld Health Organization amd em behalf of the participants
of this Cenference, I wish to axpress our appreciation to the Govermment ef
Thailand, particularly His Excellency the Prime Minister, and the Ministry ef
Health fer the mest cerdlal welcems we have received and for the many iffsr'bs
whick they hawe already made te make this Confersnce pesainle.
t We are this year embarked on s histeric missien « a pregramme te eliminate

ence and fer all the mest asrieus disense knewn te mankind, Never in histery
have the natiens of the world jai;;oé in & cemmen effort te achieve a geal such
as this, The pregramms wam initimted ie-2886 by unanimeus vete in the Warld
Health Aascmb]v,}‘:kP(During the past yoa.r,' suppert has come from many countries
in the form of demations te the Organization and in bilateral support te the
sndemlic esummtriss, You should kmew, in fact, that the principal doners of
additiens]l suppert are, in fact, twe countriss who do not always agres = the

Soviet Union and the United States of America, This programme, na smallpox

m\_‘ “ itself, dess not racognize pelitical differences or political boumndaries.
R . o
- 8o far as we can determine, 28 occuntries in three continents currently

experisnce sndemic amallpox; thers are, howsver, %9 others who by reason of
geographic proximity and population movements are constantly threatensd by
disease introductions and the resstablishment of endemic foei. OF the 28
endenic e_uﬁn{.rism » 2R are located in Africa, 5 in Asim and one in South
Anerica, I am sure you will he pleased to know that in this, the first year
of the pr;@m, 21 of ths 2B countries have already undertaken special

intenalve progranmss of smalipex eradication, A substantial proportlon of



the 39 countries which horder on thosr endemle zonas have also initiated
' &fwd[-av
spaclal programmss of vacolration te improve their jmmunity gmé intensified

programpas ¢f surveillance,

Perhaps, paradexically, the reported mumber of cases of smallpox this
year has increased in every geographic region, in the Americas, in Afrien and
in Aais, ihcroaaas in the Ameriems and in West Africa have been comparatively
spall and are, in major part, accounted for by improved reporting resulting
from surveillanse programmes inaugurated at the time of dsvelopment of
eradication efforts in each of thess areas, In Aain, however, the story is
differant, The Increase in the incidence of smallpox has been substantial,
Major epidemics have swapt Indim » Pakistan reports an inereasing incidence -
in Indonsain, epidemics have erupted in many parts of Java., The disease is
not confined to the rural and remote sreas., It presently afflicts every major
¢ity in these countries including the eapitals themselves. In many oases, the
cities are in fret more heavily infected than the rural areas, Although, as
previously notsd, 75{ of the reported cases of smallpox occur in Asia, this
undoubtedly understates the comparative seriocusness of ths problem in this
region, Recent surveys indicate that smallpox is mors poorly repcrted here
than elasewhers, including Africa, Probably not more than 10 of the cases
in Asia are now racordad =~ the real total of cases in the 5 endemic Asian
countriss during 1987 is ﬁrobably approaching one million. From India, from
Prlcistan infsction spread this year to Kuwait, to Gman, to Czechoslovakisn, to
Germany, to the United Kingdom. Next year it may be Thailand or Burma or
Iaos or Vistnam or Malaysia or the Philippines,

The problem is shared by us all. During this Conferenca, we hops to
discuss the problems posed by smallpox to all countriss represented, to dis-
cuss the approaches to combat it in endemic regions and to prevent its

introduetien into non-infected areas,



.

We at WHO have redoubled our efforte to assist you in your efforts to

cembat amedlpox.

1

Ag firet priority, we are endeavouring to assure adequate supplies
of potent freeze-dried vaccine for all countries. Donationa to the
(rganization have increased, 1In 1968, 3 million doses only wers
distributed; d1n 1967, 15 million dogss, and, next year, we antici=-
pate that the rmmber will rise to 58 million doses, The Soviat
Union , through bilateral assistance, is providing this year more -
than 100 million doses of vaceine; the United 3tates, 40 million
dossa, In co-operation with UNICEF, additional equipment is being
supplied to 10 vaccins production institutes in endsmic areas;
consultants have been provided to more than 20 inatitutes, Reasarch

on vaccine preduction ia In prbgress in the Soviet Union, England,

Hatharlands and Switzerland.

The technienl hasis and strategy for the eradication programme 1s
being carefully studied and elsbarated, A Scientific Group was
convenad in Geneva during Oetobsr; their report is being made
available to you at this meeting. A Manual on Smallpox Eradication
hag been proparéd; over 900 cepies have bsen distributed. Sup-
velllance reports to provide an exchange of information betwaen
programme directers and investigators and to chart the course of

the campaign are now baing sent to over 1000 perscns concerned with

smallpox sradication, The seeond issus of this report has Just

baen printed; copies are here far you.



The WHO has this year developed plans of eperations ard signed agreenents
with 24 countries to provide aasiztance in the form of taechnical staff,

squipment, vaccina and speclal cests.

To prevent extension of the semdemiec reservoir, a speclal vaccine reserve
and jet injecters bave been astablished in Geneva and provisions mde to
provide emergsncy assistance to any of the non-endemic develepinz
oountries who experience impertations of amallpox, Twice this year, -
such assistance was provided - staff and vaceine arrived in the

afflicted country less than 48 hours after & request for assistance was

receivad,

8pecial studies hove been instituted to develop mew instruments and
techniques for vaceinatiom, Jet injectors have new been used sxtensively
in West Africa and Brazil and have been found to be moat effective,
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capable of vasccinating 1000 persons per hour with successful takes in

a higher percentage than is nermally achieved by mamual methods, These

.‘1_-

will bs demonstrated for yeu thia veek,
mentsare usdex tast, A forked nsedle for multiple puncture vaccimation
has been tested and found effective, This needle permits vaceimatlon
with one~fifth the normal amcunt of vaccine nermally required. Five
millien needlea will be delivered in January for use in Pakistan and

saveral ceuntries in Africa.

Tn suppert of lsboratory diagnesis, & manual on diagnostic metheds for
agmallpox is in preparation; necessary reagentzs for the spacified teata
are now being produoed, This manual and the reagents should be ready

for instructional courses late next year, The methods themselves will

be demonastratsd for you thia week,



7. Field studies of smallpex epidemielegy, eperational techniques and a
variety ef more technical studies have been initiated, many with WHO
suppert = these studies are already pointing the way to new appreaches
in eradication programmes, Some of those who have been actively
Sng&gcd in these studies have been brought to Bangkok to discuss their

findings with you,

In brief, I believe I can confidently say that the global programme
for amallpox eradication, in this the first of its 10 years, has begun well,
Most endemic countries have already indicated that they consider seriously

their obligations te their neighbours and have instituted eradication preo-

granmes,

This Ceonference is the first to be conducted under this new programme,
I canmnot imagine a more pleasant place for it to be held nor more hospitable
hosts, It is fitting that it be conducted in a country which suffered from
endemic smallpox for centuries but which, this year, celebrates its fifth

smallpox~free year, s

May I again express our appreciation te the Govermment of Thailand and

to the many who have worked to make the arrangements for this Conference.

It is my hepe that 9 years fram today we might again meet here to
announce formally and finally that the most devastating disease ever known

to mankind has been obliterated from the face of this earth,





