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Smallp•x Jlradic8ti•n 1Jn1.t 
WHO Headquarters - O.ruava. 

C:\t. blitalt •f the World Health &ge.nizati,m am .u behalf of the participants 

•f this eel!fwenee, I wish to expr .. s eur apprec~tion tQ the Government ef 

Th&i.land, p&i-ticularly His 1:m,11.my the Prime J,finist.lr, atld the Ministry ef 
1 

I 

Real.th f~ the mest c.-diaJ. welc- v• have received am for th• ma.ey efferts 

which they- have already Dk:--i.d• to lllS.K!e this Cenf•r•oo• pessible. 

W. are this year embarked .a an historic missien - a pr•gramme to •1-illlina.te 

•ne• Nut f c all ~ ust serieus M.seae• kMwn te mankind. Never in hist917 
,, 

ha.ft the mt.tiens of the world J•1~ in a oGJIDlen effort to achieve a geal sue~ 
I 

as this. Th• pr•gra.mme wu initiated itP. l9ee by unanimous vote in the Wen-ld 
;.. ,qr&,, , . 

lea.l th Assembly~ During th• past year, suppert has CQme from maey countries 

in, the fora ot d:o-Mtion.1 to th• Or;a,nization and in bilateral. support to th• 

endellic eotmtrie-s. You should klww, in fact, that the principal donors of 

Mdi tienaJ. suppc,rt a.re, in fact, t• countries who do not always a.gr•• : • the 

Soviet Union and th• United States ef .America. This programme, as smallpox 

itself, deas not recognize political differences or political boundaries. 

So far as we can determine, 28 coun~ries in ~hree contiiwnts currently 

experience 'endemic smallpox; there are, however, 59 others vho by reason of 

geegraphio pruimi.ty and popula tion movements are constantly threatened by 

disea.se iiltroducti0ns and the reestablishment of endemic foci . Of the 28 

endemic e_•1.intries, 22 aN l ocated in Afri ca, 5 in Asia and one in South 

Alaric&. J: am. sur• you will be pleased to know that in t~a, the ·first year 

•f the pr.ogi-NmN, 21 of the 28 countries haw already undertaken special 

int•nsiff progr-amMs of ~pu eradioation!. A substantial proportion of 
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the 59 countries which border on th•sr· endemic ZOMS have also initiat•d 
4-.~""1 

·special programmes of vaceination to improve their immunity~ intensified 

progra.mJMs ef surveillance. 

Perhaps, paradoxically, the reported number of cases of smc'lllpox this 

ysar has increasttd in every geographi c region, in the .Americas, in ~ica. and 

in .kia. Increases in th• .Amerieu and in West Africa haw been comparatively 

small and ar•, in major pc'l.rt, aooount·ed for by improved reporting reaul ting 

f rom surveillanoe programmes inaugurated at the time of developme9nt ot 
-

eradication efforts in each or these m-eaa . In Asia, however, the story is 

differ ent. The increase in the incidence of smallpox has besn substantial. 

Major epidemics have swept India •Pakistan reports an increasing incidence -

in Indonesia, epidemics have erupted in many parts of Java. The disease is 

not confined to the rural and rsmote areas. I t presently af'.fliots every major 

city in these countries including the capitals themselves . In nacy caa•s, th• 

cities are in fact ~ heavily infected than the rural ai-eas . Although, as 

pr eviously noted, 75't of the reported cases of smallpox occur in .Asia, this 

undoubtedly understates the comparati'V9 seriousness of the problem in this 

r egion. Recent surveys indioate that smallpox is :more poorly reported here 

than elsewhere, including Africa. Probably not more than lO'fo of the oases 

in Asia are now recordsd.., the reaJ. totaJ. of cases in the 6 endemic Asian 

eountriaa during 1967 is probably approaching ona million. From India, f r om 

Pakistan infection spread this ye1:1:r to Kuwait , t o Onan, to C:zechoslova.kia, t o 

Germany, to the United Kingdom. Next year it may be Thailand or Burma or 

Iaos or Vietnam or llal.ayeia or the j ippines. 

The problem is shared by ue alf• During this Conference, we hope to 

discuss the problema posed by sma.ll~x to all countries represented, to dis­

cuss the appr o.:-'1.ehes to combat it in errlemio regions and to pr event its 

introduetion into non-infected areas. 

/ 
/ 
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I 
We at WHO ban redoubled our •!forte to assist you in your efforts to 

combEl.t smallpox. 

l. As first priority, we are eooeavouring to assura adequatt1 supplias 

of potent freeze-dried vaccill9 for all countries. Donations to the 

Crganization have increased. In 1966, 5 million doses only -were 

distributed; in 1967, 13 l111on do,es, and, next year, we antici­

pate that tha number will rise to 56 million doses. The Soviet 

Union , through bilateral assistance, is providing this year more · 

than 100 million doses of vaccine; the United States, 40 million 

doses. In eo~op~ation with UNICEF, additionaJ. equipment is being 

supplied to 10 vaccine production institutes in endemic arsas; 

consultants have been provided to more than 20 institutes. Ra search 

on vacci~ production is in progrese in the Soviet Union, England, 

Netherlands and Switzerland. A-ep.cial. aeeting of vaccine ~odtteers 

has bHn. ealhd to develop a uaal 'ilB vaoeiaa prod't:letien based upon 

ilba :,:uat -6UREtnt. kuowlwdge. ::vaeeiM testiiug pI ovided b,y the WHO 

te~ting labO.Patm:, has increase<! fl'om 16 tests in 1966 to mrue than 

2. Th• technioa.1. basis and strategy for th• &radication programme is 

being carefully studied and •laborated. A.Sciantific Group was 

convened in Geneva during ~ tober; their report is being made 

avai.JAble to you at this meeting. A M:l.nual on Smallpox Eradication 

has been prepared; over 900 copies have -i,.en distributed . Sur­

veillance reports to provide an exchange of information between 

programme direct.rs and investigators and to chart the course of 

the campaign are now being sent to over 1000 per~ons concerned with 
-. 

small~ aradication. The ·second ieeue of this report baa just 

been printed; copies ar. here for you. 



L,_ 

5. The WHO haa this year developed plans of operations and signed agreements 

with 24 countries to provide assistance in the form of t9ehniea.1 staff, 

equipment, vaccine and special cests. 

4. Te prevent extension of the endemie reservoir, a special · vaccim reserve 

and jet inj.etors have been established in Geneva and pravisiona mde to 

previd• emergsncy assistance to any of the non-endemic deoel•pin:g 

ooontries who experience importations of smallpox. Twice this year, 

sueh assistance 'Wl\8 provided - staff and vaceine arrived in the 

afflicted emintry less than 48 hours after a. requsst for assistance was 

received. 

5. Speeial studiss have bta.n irustituted to develop new instruments and 

techniques fer vaccination. Jet injectors have now been used extensi~ly 

in West Africa. and Brazil and have been found to be most ttffective, 
d..l> ~A.--j,.,,, 

capable of va.ooinatingAlOOO persons per hour with successful takes in 

a higher paroentage than is normally a.ehieved by manual metheds. These 

will b• demonstrated for yeu this week. ~lw, less expensive il'iStru­

••nt• a11e \HlG_. te,t .. - A forked needle for multiple puncture vaccination 

has been tested and found ef'f'eetive. This needle permits vaccimtion 

with Gne-firth th• normal amount ef vaccine norm:,'ll.ly required. Five 

million u~a• will be delivered in January for us• in Pakistan and 

se,;.ral e&untries in Africa. 

e. In supp0rt of laboratory diagnesis, a manual on diagnostic metheds for 

smallpGx is in preparation; necessary reagents for the specified tests 

are MW being produced. This manual and the reagents should ba ready 

fer instructional courses late next year. The m~thods themselves will 
I 

b• demr,m.strat•d for you this week. 
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7. Field studies of SI1k"11lpex epidemiol0gy, eperatienal techniques and a

variety et more technical studies have been initiated, nany with WHO

$upport • th•s• studies are already pointing th• way to naw approaches

in eradication pregrammea. Some er those i.rho have been actively

�ngaged in these studies have been brought to Bangkok to discuss th�ir

finding• with yen,

Im. brief, I believe I erui eonfident� sa.y that the global pregramme

f'or sm.allp<>x eradication, in this th• first of its 10 yea.rs, has begun well. 

Most,enci9llde countries have already indicated that� consider seriously 

their obligations tc, th•ir neighbeurs and have instituted eradication pro-

gramm.s. 

This Conf'erenee is the first to be conduetsd under this new programme. 

I ea.m:i.ot :ima.gi:ne a :nwre pleasant place for it to be held nor more hospitable 

hosts. It is fitting that it be oondueted in a country which suffered from 

endemic smallpox for eanturies but which, this year, eetlebrates its fifth 

sma.llpox .. .tree year. /

ft!l,y I a.gain H:press our a.ppreeiatieu te the Government of Thailand and 

to the &:-'l.Dy who have worked to make the arrangements for this Conf erenoe. 

It is my hope that 9 years from today we might again meet here to 

announce formally and finally that the most devastating disease 9ver known 

to mankind has been obliterated fram. the face of this earth. 

-




