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PRIMARY REASONS FOR FAILURE 

OF THE GREAT ERADICATION 

CAMPAIGNS 

1. Lack of a sound scientific 

understanding and failure to 

demonstrate feasibility 

2. No surveillance program established 

3. No research program 



LESSONS FROM THE 

GLOBAL ERADICATION PROGRAMS 

The Eradication Campaigns 

1 Hookworm 1909 

2 Yellow fever 1915 

3 Yaws 1954 

4 Malaria 1955 

5 SMALLPOX 1967 

6 POLIO 1988 

7 GUINEA WORM 1986 



PRINCIPAL LESSONS FROM+ THE 

ERADICATION CAMPAIGNS 

+ Power of a program which has a 

nationally agreed commitment & goal 

Surveillance 

Quality assurance 

+ Alternative strategies 

Community involvement 

+ A research agenda 


