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G7+ Global Health and Security Action Group Workshop "Best Practices in Vaccine 
Production for Smallpox and other Potential Pathogens" 

September 5-6, 2002, Paul Ehrllch Institute, Langen (Germany) 

Dear Dr. Henderson, 

Further to our earlier c;ommunication. I have the l!unour of inviting you to a workshop 
focusing on the threat posed by the possible use of biological weapons by terrorist groups 
and on measures to prevent or to minimize the consequences of such on cventunlity. The 
workshop is part of the wide-ranging activities conducted by the Global Health and Security 
Action Group of the G7 member states plus Mexico, The workshop will be held on 
September 5 and 6, 2002, at the Paul-Ehrlich-lnstitut which is the German Federal Agency 
for Sera and Vaccines. lhe institute is located in Langen, Germany. which is close to 
Frankfurt airport. The WHO and the European Commission (EC) are acting as co­
organizers of the workshop which will be held under lhl:l µalronage of Mrs. Ulla Schmidt, the 
German Minister of Health. The meeting is intended to offer a platform for :sharing 
knowledge among different regions and countries with the objective of translating this into o 
harmonized oppronch to effectively combating bioterrorism. Participants will be invited 
primarily from the G7 + member states, the WHO and EC. 

The attached draft agenda has been prepared by the Paul•Ehrlich-lnstitut in consultation 
with the German Ministry of Health, EC and WHO. 

We would appreciate it very much if you could contribute to the workshop by giving a 

presentation on "Retrospective analysis of the WHO smallpox eradication program"_ Please 
let us know which changes you wish to make either concerning the title or the ::;c;oµe of th� 
topic. 

You will be reimbursed for your travel and subsistence expenses. Hotel accommodation will 
be arranged by the organizers of the workshop. More travel and hotel Information as well as 
organisational details wlll be sent to you shortly. 
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Plecusa use the attached reply form to let us know by July 15, 2002, whether you are able to 
accept our invitation. If so, we would be grateful if you could send us a shorl abstract and a 
copy of the slides used in your presentation not later than Auoust 15, 2002. 

Yours sincerely, 

}t,Q--;,�� 
Prof. Dr. J. Lower 
President 

� Draft agenda 
Reply form 
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Smallpox Control Strategies: 
• ;{:Lessons from the WHO Eradication Program 

■ Abbreviated historical overview 

■ Vaccines and vaccination technique 

■ Epidemiology of smallpox 

■ Surveillance and containment 

■ Role of special measures 

■ Compulsory vaccination 

■ Isolation 

■ Quarantine 
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Historical Overview of 
:,Smallpox Eradication 

■ 1967 - WHO Eradication Program began with a 10 year goal 

) 
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■ Strategy: (�� �. /'ilf _ srf-16+-�� 
v.. • eVllb, r-e, 

■ Immunity of 80% / ·d�"'� - �. � rJP�"-S � N«'br w.v.,J.,J, • 

■ Surveillance-containment � � - ic � - � ,k,/, 1 t �J°J ::!:,,,. · 
� - 71,f>r)V��·� � 1 

■ Traditional beliefs: � 1 �1�· 

■ Smallpox spreads rapidly and widely -!::!!. 
■ Airborne spread from hospitals - I!! 

■ October 26th 1977 - Last naturally occurring case, Somalia 

■ May 8th 1980 - World Health Assembly proclaims eradication, 
vaccination stops and vaccine production ceases 
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Vaccines and Vaccination 
•. ,.Techniques 
..... ,. _________ .,.,,. 

1t: 

■ Vaccines: . tv1a-{ct--/t-t .. �� 

F d . d i. ( Jv. f'c,r.J i1 $�,�- � 1 m-1) . @ a 'F.t> t,_ .... � +-�. +-
■ reeze- ne .. , --, o 
■ International standards - <l{ � 

■ Strains - Lister and New York City Board of Health 

■ Vaccination Technique e� !f �- Q,-?_J:t 
• �H ,; V---"""~ A1MAl4- Lt'-�� 

■ Lancet scarification -
r·�-� 

■ Multiple pressure -
■ Jet injector ---
■ Bifurcated needle .i4- ,v-J i �.;,r,,J ;� t:;. t."::i,

c
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Epidemiology of Smallpox 
�;Relevant Attributes 

;i;,,. 

�--------· """""·"--· 

■ Age distribution - similar to distribution of· 
susceptibles - � �J,1,,.,,u1� - �-w--U �:;: 

■ Transmission 
■ Usually by droplets - ""& ('J j 
■ Occasionally spread through contai:tiinated ,__, ,,.,,__,1_ L 

bedding/laundry. � M1 �J-v-, wiy,t-1n,,,.,..,r qn. "l 
■ No animal reservoir 

■ After recovery, patient is immune: no carrier state 

�Ao{ � (i µ � � ,�..,.,...,. �.-(� 
� 
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