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Pan American Health Organization 

Vaccines and Immunization in the Americas: 

Milestones 1977-2002 

1977 • P AHO Directing Council Resolution establishes the EPI in the Americas. 
• Resolution also establishes the Revolving Fund for Vaccine Procurement 

1978 • All countries appoint a National EPI Manager 
• P AHO initiates training courses for EPI Managers 

1979 • Pan American Sanitary Conference authorizes capitalization of the EPI Revolving Fund 
• US$2.5 million worth of vaccines is purchased through the Revolving Fund 
• First issue of EPI Newsletter is published 

1980 • PAHO develops a methodology for multidisciplinary program evaluation/review, which 
generates annual plans of action at national level 

• First multidisciplinary program evaluation/review conducted in Bolivia 

1981 • PAHO Scientific Publication "Immunization and Primary Health: Problems and Solutions" 
defining a road-map for PAHO's Technical Cooperation on EPI 

• First EPI Managers' Regional Meeting and First Cold Chain course held in Ecuador 
• PAHO publishes the Position Paper on Immunization Delivery outlining the role of 

combining vertical and horizontal approaches on immunization programs 

1984 ::•First region to develop and make use of Days of Tranquility to carry immunization 
campaigns in conflict areas, a concept that is now being widely used throughout the world 

1985 • PAHO declares the goal of Polio eradication in the Western Hemisphere by the year 1990 
• EPI Technical Advisory Group is appointed by PAHO Director 
• Regional Inter-Agency Coordination Committee (ICC) is created by P AHO, with 

participation of USAID, UNICEF, IDB and Rotary International, with equivalent 
entities at country level 

• Countries produce Five-Year Plans of Action (1986-1990) with identification of resources 
needed from both national as well as international sources 

• US$ 110 million is mobilized from ICC Partners 

1986 • Neonatal Tetanus control is accelerated 

1987 • On PAHO's advice Cuba launches the first measles eradication campaign in the Region 

1991 • Second cycle of Five-Year Plans of Action (1991-1995) is initiated 
• Last case of indigenous polio is detected in Peru 
• US$ 60 million is mobilized from ICC Partners 

1994 • Americas is certified polio-free and Goal of Measles eradication is set by the PASC 

1995 • Third cycle of Five-Year Plans of Action (1996-2000) is initiated 
• Special Program for Vaccines and Immunization is established 

1996 • Introduction of new vaccines is accelerated (MMR, HepB, Hib) 
• US$ 32 million is mobilized from ICC Partners 

1999 • Division of Vaccines and Immunization is established 
• US$85 million worth of vaccines is purchased through the EPI Revolving Fund 
• CDC and the World Bank join partnership, US$8 million dollars are mobilized 

2001 ,:. Over US$110 million in vaccine purchases through the EPI Revolving Fund 
" Fourth cydc of Five-Year Plans of Action (2001-2005) is initiaced 

2002 • By the end of August, eradication of endemic measles transmission in sight 
• Revolving Fund capitalization over US$20 million 
• US$US$7.6 million dollars are mobilized 
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